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April 14, 2019
Session 75: Making our Prayers Known

But there is another aspect of praying for others which concerns making our prayers for others known
to them. We see that Paul did this constantly. Why would Paul include in his letters to the various
churches the fact that he was praying for them? Paul did not just say “l am praying for you,” but he
even told them what he was praying. Did you ever wonder why? Was Paul just trying to let them
know he was thinking of them? | think not. Paul made his prayers known for a different reason than
we do.

For example, let us say our friend is going through a difficult situation (perhaps the loss of a loved
one) and we know they are hurting. People often say “I have been praying for you” which is a way of
recognizing they are hurting and that we are sorry for their pain. Normally, when people pray, they
ask God to intervene in some way so that our friend will find some peace or comfort in their distress.

There is some measure of comfort in knowing that our friends recognize when we are hurting and that
they care for us. But comparatively, that comfort is minimal to the comfort our Father wants to give
us.

When we (as sons) pray, we realize that real comfort comes from the doctrine working in us. In view
of that, we need to talk about our prayers for those who are educated sons vs. our prayers for those
who are not.

Praying for Fellow Sons

Every prayer recorded in Paul’s epistles, was written to those who were engaged in the doctrine at
some level. (Even the Corinthians were not without some knowledge.) And, as was already said,
Paul even tells the saints what his prayers for them are about.

Prayer as a Reminder

In those instances when Paul not only revealed that He was praying for the saints but also included
the substance of his prayers, that was for the purpose of bringing certain doctrinal things to the
attention of other saints. In other words, Paul is either 1) reminding them of something they should
already know or 2) something he is about to teach them. (More about #2 shortly.)

Now stop and think about that. Telling the saints who are enduring persecutions that he is praying for
them is like Paul telling them “Remember your training!”

So, prayer is not only about bringing doctrinal things to our own attention, prayer is also about
bringing doctrinal things to the attention of others. He cannot bring to attention those things which
they do not know.
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Doesn’t it make sense that Paul would be praying about things which they knew about? If Paul was
praying for them about things they know nothing about what good would that kind of prayer be?
None!

The only thing to do in that case would be teach them about it so that doctrine could begin to work in
them. And that is the second reason for making the content of his prayers known; to introduce the
doctrine.

Now let’s make the practical application of this.
Suppose we talk to God about some situation in which one of our fellow saints is involved.

1-We make a determination as to what the doctrine compels us to do. (This is how the word “dwells
in us richly”)

Colossians 3:16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and
admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your
hearts to the Lord.

2-To the best of our ability, we determine the need/needs of our fellow son. Are those needs physical
or spiritual?

3-As we talk to God about the situation, we then make a godly sonship decision about how we will
labor with Him to help our friend. (We formulate a plan.)

4-We put that plan into action (with the understanding that what we are doing is “in the name of the
Lord.”)

Colossians 3:17 And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord
Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by him.

To do something in someone else’s name is to “assert the right to act on the behalf of another.” In
this case, we are acting on the behalf of Christ. If the doctrine is motivating us to action, then what
we are doing can properly be called “actions on the behalf of the Lord Jesus.” This is how He lives
His life in us.

We have seen movies where guards are banging on someone’s door and saying to “open up in the
name of the king.” They are saying, they are there on the king’s orders, on the king’s business. That
is how we should look at this except our King will be the King of kings.

These situations and this kind of praying present opportunities to put into practice our godly decision-
making skills of wisdom, justice, judgment and equity.

In this case, as we pray for others we realize we are not informing God of something which He needs
to take care of. Instead, our prayers are for the purpose of getting us on the same page with Him and
then getting His will done.
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God wants to do many things and He means for all of them to be carried out by His body! Again, this
is the practice field for the heavenly places where we will actually be accomplishing His will in the
heavenly places, not informing His of what we would like Him to do.

As we tell people we have been praying for them and even tell them what we have been praying, then
we are using our prayers to remind them of the doctrine they need to live out of in their particular
situation. Just like Paul, our prayers made known to them are a reminder of their training!

Sometimes Paul prayed for the saints to “get” something. But he knew it would not just happen
because he prayed it, but they would have to learn about it just like everything else. In this case, his
prayers served as a “pre-doctrinal” exhortation to impress upon them the importance of what they
were about to hear.

Session 76: Praying for Non-educated sons

This brings us to the second kind of person we can pray for; those who are not informed of the
doctrine. So how do we pray for someone who is expecting that God is going to miraculously
intervene to deliver them from some situation of the sufferings of this present time? (The good news
is they will not be under the Sufferings of Christ.)

The answer to this is very similar to the issue we were just discussing.

Let us say you have a loved one who is sick and in the hospital. Can you pray for them to be healed?
The answer is “no.”

Can you pray for them to be comforted? If you are asking God to just somehow comfort them even
though they do not know the doctrine that produces that comfort, the answer is again, “no.”

But can you pray for them to be comforted by the doctrine? If you are willing to get involved in
teaching it to them, then the answer is “yes.”

If you are unwilling to get involved, then you are wasting your time and you are abusing the real
purpose of prayer.

And let us suppose that they reject what you have to say, what does that mean? Well, when you were
praying about this situation, you were not asking God to impose something on them of which they
were unfamiliar. You were not asking God to magically comfort them. What you were really talking
to Him about (if you were doing it properly) is determining their greatest need and then going about
to meet that need. Their reaction, no matter what it is, does not impact your godly response to them
out of the doctrine.

Maybe their greatest need is to be saved. If it is, what should you do? You should get the gospel to
them. Do it or have it done. Talk to God about how to accomplish this.
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If they are saved, then their greatest need would be some inner man issue such as the sufficiency of
God’s grace, the power of His word to produce peace, the promise of a glorified body, etc. If this is
true for this situation, then what should you do? You have to get this information into their hands.
Talk to your Father about how to do this.

But just for the sake of discussing it further, what are some ways you can do this? Show them a
video that is pertinent to the issue at hand. You have notes; copy them and let them read it with the
understanding that you will discuss it together when they have. Sit down with them and tell them you
know something that would benefit them, and you would like to tell them about it. Then do so. If
you feel inadequate then take someone with you who can help you explain.

Maybe someone’s greatest need is physical in nature; what should you do? Make a sonship decision
(which means be motivated by the doctrine that is working in you) to intervene “in the name of the
Lord” and meet that need or devise a way to help meet it.

When we pray for others, we have to stop thinking that God is waiting for us to tell Him what we
would like to see Him do (if it happens to be His will), and we have to start thinking that He is
waiting for us to get on the same page with Him so we can act on His behalf in the lives of others.

We don’t tell God, God tell us! Christians today have it backwards.

We think we just tell God and it all up to Him. No, He tells us and then it is up to us to act on His
behalf.

And when I say “He tells us,” | do not mean that he uses circumstances to guide us or that He
whispers to us in some way. The way God tells us is by the working of His word in us which then
informs us as to certain actions which we need to take. He tells us by way of the doctrine.

When you learn a form of doctrine and its godly thinking aspect is impacting your daily living and
the decisions you are making, it will come into your mind in accordance with various situations and
circumstances. As we are moved to act in accordance with that doctrine, then it can truly be said,
“The Lord told me to help you.”

He did not tell you in the sense most people understand, but not only did He tell you (by the working
of His word in you) but He is also the one doing the work through you! It really is about Him in
every aspect of what we do! Genuine prayer has all of this in mind no matter who we are praying for.

While there are other things that could be included in this review on prayer, we have covered the
mechanics of Relationship Prayer as it pertains to the mercies of God, Education prayer as it pertains
to our godly edification, Prayer for the saints who are involved in their sonship lives, prayer for the
saints who do not know about their sonship lives and finally, prayer for the lost.

Review:

Relationship Prayer
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e Identify the mercy (mercies)

e Talk about your understanding

e Value and Esteem it with your Father
e Love Him for it

e Learn about Him because of it

e Thankful for what He has done

Adversity Prayer, Part One

e Sufferings of this Present Time
0 The doctrine of our glorification to come and its capacity to produce patience (the
hope of a redeemed body) — vv. 18-25

How does the doctrine of our future glorification help us when we suffer the SoPT? It helps by
producing patience because we know that our suffering has an eternal benefit (conforming us to the
image of God’s Son).

0 A glory shall be revealed in us in connection to the sufferings
0 The creature is waiting for us
0 The redemption of our body is our “hope”

The next comforting issue is:
0 The comforting ministry of the Spirit during times of perplexion — vv. 26-27

The Spirit also, in addition to the doctrine of our glorification and the redemption of our body, helps
us with our infirmities. Evidently, He does this in response to us not knowing what to pray for as we
ought.

How we become the beneficiaries of this I am not quite sure, but perhaps this is something the Spirit
does in response to our heart condition.

In Romans 8:26-27, we have a statement about prayer (as it concerns our infirmities) and the Spirit
somehow helping in connection with us not knowing what to pray for.

In order to best understand Rom. 8:26-27, we need to understand three General Principles that are
taught in the Bible generally, and in Paul’s epistles specifically:

1. The first principle is to understand the purpose of prayer

In order to see this, we are going to look at prayer in the life of Jesus Christ and then prayer in the life
of Paul. Let us go back into Israel’s program first and read in Mt. 26 how prayer worked in the life of
Jesus.
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Matthew 26:36 Then cometh Jesus with them unto a place called Gethsemane, and saith unto
the disciples, Sit ye here, while I go and pray yonder. 3’ And he took with him Peter and the
two sons of Zebedee, and began to be sorrowful and very heavy. % Then saith he unto them,
My soul is exceeding sorrowful, even unto death: tarry ye here, and watch with me. *° And he
went a little further, and fell on his face, and prayed, saying, O my Father, if it be possible, let
this cup pass from me: nevertheless not as | will, but as thou wilt. “° And he cometh unto the
disciples, and findeth them asleep, and saith unto Peter, What, could ye not watch with me
one hour? # Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation: the spirit indeed is willing, but
the flesh is weak. > He went away again the second time, and prayed, saying, O my Father, if
this cup may not pass away from me, except I drink it, thy will be done. ** And he came and
found them asleep again: for their eyes were heavy. ¢ And he left them, and went away again,
and prayed the third time, saying the same words. *° Then cometh he to his disciples, and saith
unto them, Sleep on now, and take your rest: behold, the hour is at hand, and the Son of man
is betrayed into the hands of sinners. %6 Rise, let us be going: behold, he is at hand that doth
betray me.

In vs. 39, the cup is the “cup” of His death on the Cross. Jesus prays three times just as Paul prays
three times in the example we will look at with him.

The progression is the interesting thing to look at:
e Invs. 39 (His 1 prayer) He says “O my Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me:
nevertheless not as | will, but as thou wilt.”
e Invs. 42 (His 2" prayer) and in vs. 44 (His 3" prayer) He prays the same words: He says, “O
my Father, if this cup may not pass away from me, except | drink it, thy will be done.”

The sense of what Jesus is saying has changed in the second prayer. The first prayer is one of asking
to let the cup pass from Him. The second and third prayers are resigned to the fact that the cup
cannot pass away from Him. You can see in the prayer of vs. 42 that the issue with Jesus is not His
will, but the will of His Father. We also see the commitment of Jesus to discharge His Father’s will.

After the third prayer, which is like the second, Jesus comes again to the disciples and finds them
asleep. This time, he does not wake them buyt lets them sleep on.

Matthew 26:44 And he left them, and went away again, and prayed the third time, saying the
same words. 45 Then cometh he to his disciples, and saith unto them, Sleep on now, and take
your rest: behold, the hour is at hand, and the Son of man is betrayed into the hands of sinners.

Then, in vs. 46, we see that Jesus wakes everyone up.
Matthew 26:46 Rise, let us be going: behold, he is at hand that doth betray me.

Jesus knows the Father’s will. He is no longer praying about it. He wakes up the disciples with the
intent of “I have decided to fulfill my Father’s will, so let’s go get this thing done.”
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Now, look down in the passage and see something interesting. Peter is going to take out his sword to
prevent the mob from taking Jesus. He swings at the servant of the high priest and cuts off his ear.

Matthew 26:52 Then said Jesus unto him, Put up again thy sword into his place: for all they that
take the sword shall perish with the sword. 53 Thinkest thou that | cannot now pray to my Father,
and he shall presently give me more than twelve legions of angels? >* But how then shall the
scriptures be fulfilled, that thus it must be?

So, in view of these verses, the question is: Did Jesus really have a choice? Was praying for His
Father to send legions of angels to deliver him from being taken, was that really an option for Jesus?
Was escape from the Cross really an option for Him?

Some would say “yes” and others would say “no.” Actually, there are two sides to this coin. Side
one, that says He did not have the option, concerns the question, “Can God lie?” In eternity past, did
Jesus Christ agree to be the sacrifice? Yes, He did. So, if He now backs out, what does that mean? It
would mean God lied and that cannot be according to the scripture.

Numbers 23:19 God is not a man, that he should lie; neither the son of man, that he should
repent: hath he said, and shall he not do it? or hath he spoken, and shall he not make it good?

Titus 1:2 In hope of eternal life, which God, that cannot lie, promised before the world
began;

Hebrews 6:18 That by two immutable things, in which it was impossible for God to lie, we
might have a strong consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold upon the hope set before
us:

We can debate this issue all day but here is the truth; if Jesus had taken the option to call those angels
and deliver Him from the Cross, then it would change everything that we know about Him; His
character and nature. We would not perceive Him the way we do now.

Now, back to the prayers. At the beginning especially, there seems to be a struggle in Jesus about
going to the Cross. He obviously does not want to suffer the death on the Cross, but at the same time,
He wants to do His Father’s will. As He prays, He comes to the conclusion that He will do that
which He does not want to do in order to fulfill the will of His Father.

So, here is next question: Did Jesus praying about His circumstances change His Father’ will? It did
not. Did it change His circumstances? It did not. But His prayer did change something; what was it?
What changed was Jesus attitude toward His circumstances. He went from, “If it is possible, let this
cup pass from me,” to “Come on guys, let’s go do the Father’s will.” Prayer changed Him! It
changed His will to match the will of His Father.

Now turn to 2 Corinthians 12.
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2 Corinthians 12:7 And lest | should be exalted above measure through the abundance of the
revelations, there was given to me a thorn in the flesh, the messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest |
should be exalted above measure. 8 For this thing | besought the Lord thrice, that it might depart
from me. ® And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect
in weakness. Most gladly therefore will | rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ
may rest upon me. ¥ Therefore | take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, in
persecutions, in distresses for Christ's sake: for when | am weak, then am I strong.

Paul prays three times about this “messenger of Satan.” Once again, the change that takes place by
Paul’s prayer is not in God’s will nor in Paul’s circumstances, but the change in is Paul.

In vs. 8, Paul prayed for God to take the things away; to change the circumstance. In vs. 9, Paul
prayed differently:

2 Corinthians 12:9 And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made
perfect in weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power
of Christ may rest upon me.

The word “rather” draws a contrast back to the previous prayer. It is a change of mind toward his
circumstances. Instead of asking God to take it away, Paul decided to glory in his infirmities. Paul’s
will changed as he prayed.

So the first thing to get out of your mind is that prayer is the means whereby we get God to change
His mind. Get it out of your head that prayer is the way to get God to do something He otherwise
was not going to do. Get it out of your head that prayer is how we get God to change our
circumstances. Get it out of your head that prayer is how we get God to go do things we want Him to
do.

Prayer is the way we align our will with our Father’s will. Prayer changes us as it activates the
doctrine. That is the purpose of sonship prayer. That is the kind of prayer we are to engage in.

That is the first principle of prayer: the purpose of prayer is to change us.

Page 8 of 8



